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Dear Luca: 

I am so g r a t e f u l  t o  you f o r  your conf id ing  i n  m e  your ve ry  

I w i l l  keep t h i s  i n  my p r i v a t e  f i l e s .  I hope 
moving account  of your s t e p s  i n  your career t h a t  l e d  i n t o  bac- 
t e r i a l  g e n e t i c s .  
t h a t  you w i l l  d e p o s i t  t h i s  and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  S tan fo rd  
Un ive r s i ty  Archives wi th  whatever r e s t r i c t i o n s  on access  you 
feel  are appropr i a t e .  
au tob iograph ica l  account  t h a t  H a r r i e t  Zuckerman and I have been 
working on f o r  some t i m e .  I n  due course I w i l l  be adding some 
s t i l l  more pe r sona l  m a t e r i a 1 , t h a t  i s  not  r i p e  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  
i n  t h e  near  f u t u r e .  

For my p a r t  I w i l l  i n f l i c t  on you an 

Can I persuade you t o  add a l i t t l e  m o r e  d e t a i l  t o  your re- 
corded reminiscence,  whether o r  n o t  you wish t o  sha re  t h e  
product  w i th  m e  o r  anyone e lse  a t  t h i s  t i m e ?  Some of t h e  ques- 
t i o n s  t h a t  came t o  my mind inc luded  your ear l ie r  fami ly  and 
e d u c a t i o n a l  background and i n t e r e s t  i n  s c i ence .  How w a s  t h i s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l ace?  Were t h e r e  seminal i n d i v i d u a l s  
who had some r o l e  i n  shaping your i n t e r e s t  a t  an e a r l i e r  age,  
l i k e  t h e  p a r t  t h a t  F r a n c i s  Ryan played f o r  m e ?  

I t  i s  imposs ib le ,  whi le  reading  your account ,no t  t o  have 
q u e s t i o n s  about what it w a s  l i k e  t o  be growing up i n  pre-war 
and w a r - t i m e  I t a l y .  
would you wish t o  record  anything about t h e  environment of  
fasc ism and how it impacted, i f  it d i d ,  h ighe r  educa t ion  and 
o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  are r e l a t e d  t o  sc i ence .  

I r e a l i z e  how a p o l i t i c a l  you have been;but 

I w a s  s t r u c k  t h a t  you w e r e  a b l e  t o  t r a v e l  t o  Germany t o  
do b a s i c  science dur ing  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  w a r !  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  something less t h a n  t h e  t o t a l  mob i l i za t ion  of 
t h a t  economy which i s  t h e  image I had had. How w a s  it p o s s i b l e  
f o r  more b a s i c  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t s  t o  cont inue  i n  t h a t  s e t t i n g ?  

T h i s  sugges t s  



D r .  Luca Caval l i -Sforza  
October 15 ,  1986 
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About your r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  F i s h e r , I  w i l l  see i f  I can 
d i g  up any mater ia l  from my own correspondence about t h a t .  
There i s  a page o r  two i n  B O X ' S  biography. I t ' s  obvious t h a t  
he w a s  a c t i v e l y  looking f o r  someone t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  phenomena 
of  c r o s s i n g  over and seg rega t ion  i n  microorganisms. This  
may have stemmed i n  p a r t  from my own encounter  wi th  him a t  
Woods Hole i n  September 1 9 4 7 .  W e  had a f a i r l y  i n t e n s e  con- 
v e r s a t i o n  about bacteria: and o f  course  I w a s  looking f o r  
guidance from him. I even had a r a t h e r  j e j u n e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
t o  make t o  t h e  symposium a t  which he p re s ided  (which w a s  t h e  
founding of  t h e  B i o m e t r i c  S o c i e t y ) .  

You mention t h e  o f f e r  t o  come t o  S tan fo rd  i n  t h e  6 0 s .  
Was I n o t  a l r e a d y  pursuing you c i r ca  1955 or  56 t o  come t o  
Wisconsin? 

I a m  sending you some review material  about Max Delbruck 
i n  which t h e  name of  Schrsd inger  comes up. as  w e l l  as Timofeef- 
Ressovsky. D o  you remember whether Schrodinger  ("What i s  L i f e ? " )  
w a s  an important  name i n  your i n t e l l e c t u a l  environment? J u s t  
where w a s  Timofeef a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  Do you reca l l?  

I w a s  going through t h e  f i l e s  t o  t r y  t o  r e t r i e v e  t h e  1 9 4 1 ( ? )  
symposium where Bunting had t h e  paper  on c o l o r  v a r i a t i o n .  I re- 
member it q u i t e  w e l l ;  b u t  I d i d  not  have it r i g h t  t o  hand. That 
made m e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  c o n t r a r y  t o  my e x p e c t a t i o n  I could n o t  f i n d  
a complete b ib l iog raphy  o f  your own papers  and I wonder i f  you 
would c a r e  t o  send m e  a copy a t  your convenience.  

About your o v e r a l l  remarks : I  hope you d o n ' t  underes t imate  
t h e  l egacy  of what you d i d  l e a v e  behind a t  Pavia ,  which would 
have been immensely poorer  i f  it were n o t  f o r  your own i n f l u e n c e  
on t h a t .  And, who knows, t h e  CNR l a b o r a t o r i e s  a t  Pavia ,  and 
then  beyond them t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Center  f o r  Genet ic  Engineer- 
i n g  and Biotechnology a t  Tr ies te ,  should be p u t  i n t o  t h e  c r e d i t  
account  as w e l l .  

Y o u m  s i n c e r e l y ,  


